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The 9th Tucson Japanese Speech Contest Award Winners 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Category A 
1st place Skye Rounseville Dodge Middle School 
2nd place Ferdane Mercanli University of Arizona 
3rd place Allan Honda Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
Honorable mentions Adora-Marie Higgins Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
 Takuya George Sky Islands High School 
 
Category B 
1st place Ashley Wallace Pima Community College-Downtown Campus 
2nd place Jonathan Brunenkant Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
3rd place Mario Sanchez Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
 
Category C 
1st place Kiyono Bernier Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
2nd place Ashley Matthews University of Arizona 
3rd place Matthew Coate Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
 
Judges' Special Award Quinn Washburn Sky Islands High School 
Judges' Special Award Mary Bryant Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 
Judges' Special Award Michael Cavalier Pima Community College-Northwest Campus 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Sponsors 
PCC-Downtown Campus, PCC-East Campus Student Life and Activities Office, Consulate-General of Japan at Los Angeles, 
VantageWest Credit Union, Desert Toyota, Sky Island School, JTB, R-GALAXY, Fantasy Comics, Bookmans, Sushi Ten, Sushi on Oracle, 
Yamato Restaurant, Ginza Sushi, Samurai Restaurant, Sushi Yukari, Suzuyuki-Kai, Kimpo Oriental Market,  Rendokan Dojo, Martial 
Arts of Tucson, Aikido of Tucson, Sonoran Aikikai, Ayako Enterprises, Michael Drake, Sarah Wright, Central Animal Hospital, Ann 
Taylor Studio, Westin Hotel & Resorts, Suzuki Solutions, the Haggh-Cavalier families, H.I.S., Ten no Shima Kai, Kiyono Bernier, Ikue 
Belland, Kristy Pearson, Straight Road Studio, Raytheon, PCC-Northwest JPN 202 Class members   

 
The 9

th
 TJSC is also partially supported by a grant provided by the Japan Foundation. 

 
In these difficult economic times, we’d like to extend our special thanks to the following  

sponsors of the 9
th

 TJSC for going above and beyond to support the event. 
 

R-Galaxy, Vantage-West, Central Animal Hospital, JTB, Aikido of Tucson, 
Michael Drake Attorney-at-Law, Bob Zormeier, the Cavalier & Haggh families 

 
 

Masters of Ceremonies 
          Peter Husted (PCC-Northwest Campus)             Kristy Pearson (PCC-Northwest Campus) 

 
Guest Speakers 

 Suzanne Miles    Provost/President, PCC-Downtown Campus 
Mary Beth Ginter   Dean, PCC-West Campus 
Elena Grajeda     Chair, World Language Dept., PCC-Northwest Campus  
Shari Popen   Director, Sky Islands High School 
Diane Ransdell    BOD, Southern Arizona Association for Japanese Education 

 
Judges 

Takahiko Kurakami  Engineer, Sumitomo Metal  
Chieko Nakano                       Instructor, Pima Community College - Northwest 
Jeremy Manning   Engineer, Raytheon    
Ayako Murphy   Teacher, International School for Peace 
Mikihiro Shimane   Student, Waseda University 

   
On Stage Cultural Demonstration 

- Music -  
Nono & Co. 

Michael Cavalier (Percussion)                                   David Kramer (Keyboard & Vocal) 
Mark Scaramuzzo (Bass/Guitar & Vocal)                 Daniel Einfrank (Keyboard & Vocal) 

Kiyono Bernier (Vocal Solo & Keyboard) 
 

- Judo - 
Andrew Ivy & the students of Rendokan Dojo    

 
- Taiko - 

Odaiko Sonora 
Rome Hamner     Karen Falkenstrom    Rebecca Bushner   Nicole Levesque 

Kristin Block    Holly Cluff    Charlene Forbes    Sue Sparrold    Rick Sparrold    Yuko Konishiki 
 
 

Exhibitions 
- Kimonos - 
Ikue Belland 

 
 



 
 
 
 

- Origami -    
Fukumi Zapp    

 
- Calligraphy - 

Shuka Parker       Miyako McKay        Mari Suzuki 
 

- Cosplay - 
Ferdane Mercanli       Von Akai        Krystal Winfield 

 
- Ikebana - 

Shinsei School of Ikebana 
Itsumi Ishikawa-Peck                                       Etsuko McGinnis             

Mariko Karatsu            Rita Romero               Drinda Green 
 

- Japanese Archery - 
University of Arizona Kyudo Club 

Bill Savary (Instructor)                                          Laura Tagawa (President)     
Dolphin Law            Monique Ladewig            David Shemwell 

 
 

Contest Operations 
Slide Design/Music/Projection 
Jared Pettitt (PCC-Northwest) 

 
Videography 

Mike Rom (PCC-Downtwon) 
 

Graphic Design 
Carla McKinney (McKinneypix)  

 
Photography 

Matthew Rounseville 
 

Orientation Coordination/Score Calculation 
Bryana Scott (PCC-Northwest)    Peter Tredici (PCC-East)         

 
Venue Set-up 

PCC-Downtown Campus Events & Facilities Department 
Angela Moreno           Bill Tweed            Julia Gonzalez           
    Juan Moreno         Steve Bunch           Gabriel Espino       

 
Venue Decoration 

PCC Japan Club & Community Volunteers 
Norihiro Kiyota    Miyako McKay   Renee Terry   Atsushi Nagasaki   Clint Whittaker   Kazuya Tamura    

Fukumi Zapp    Natsu Lewallen   Shuka Parker   Peter Tredici    Bryana Scott   Ian Scott   Michael Cavalier   
 

Onsite Coordination 
Norihiro Kiyota (University of Arizona) 

 
Fundraising 

Renee Terry (TJSCC) 
 
 
 



 
School Personnel 

Harry Muir   Vice President, PCC-East 
Daniel Wright    Division Dean of Instruction, PCC-Northwest  
Patricia Houston   Division Dean of Instruction, PCC-Downtown 
Guadalupe Cruikshank  Chair, Language Department, PCC-Downtown 
Elena Grajeda   Chair, Language Department, PCC-Northwest   
Patsy June   Director of Administrative Services, PCC-Downtown 
Clare Strom   Director, Administrative Service, PCC-Northwest 
Constance Strickland   Coordinator, Student Life & Cultural Activities, PCC-East 
Mary Ginter   Division Dean of Instruction, PCC-West 
Leslie Taylor   Chair, World Language Dept., PCC-West  
Angela Moreno   Coordinator, Campus Events & Facilities, PCC-Downtown 
Mike Rom   Media Coordinator, PCC-Downtown 
Sandee Seitzinger  Support Specialist, PCC-Northwest 
Anne Denogean   Marketing & PR Coordinator, Marketing Operations 
Shannon McBride-Olson  Program Manger, Media Production & Publication 
Bryce Morthland    Graphic Designer, Media Production & Publication 
Cheryl House   Executive Director, Pima Foundation, PCC-District Office 
Thao Le     Fiscal Analyst, PCC Foundation, PCC -District Office 

 
 

Japanese Instructors  
Megumi Fujio (University of Arizona)  Kazuyo Keller (PCC-West/U of A)  
Sent Manickam (PCC-West)   Lukas Bogard (Sky Islands High School)  
Mieko Iventosch (PCC-Downtown)  Yosei Sugawara (PCC-Northwest/SIH) 

       
 

Contest Chairperson 

Yosei Sugawara (Pima Community College – Northwest Campus) 


